Mildura Development Corporation
in transition from Sunraysia Mallee Economic Development Board

12th February 2009

MEDIA RELEASE

New organisation leads the way for 

Economic Development in Mildura
Mildura Development Corporation is the new organisation that will take over economic development responsibilities from the Sunraysia Mallee Economic Development Board (SMEDB) over the next few weeks.
The Mildura Development Corporation will be an incorporated body, independent of Mildura Rural City Council.

The following members of the local community have been appointed to the Board of Directors:
· Dane Huxley, CEO - Mildura Base Hospital

· John Irwin, Consultant Lawyer - Martin, Irwin & Richards Lawyers

· John Tesoriero, CEO - Murray Valley Citrus Board

· Marian Luehman, CEO - Sunraysia Residential Services

· Ian Drayton, Manager - Business Development - Sunraysia Institute of TAFE

· Ben Smith, Area Manager, North West Region - Bluescope Distribution

· Pam Strange, Horticulture Facilitator - Department of Primary Industries (Mildura)

· Mark Wilson, Ouyen Inc

· Eileen Pica, Community representative

Mildura Base Hospital’s CEO, Dane Huxley, has taken the role of Interim Chairman.
As SMEDB transitions to the Mildura Development Corporation, Andrew Millen will relinquish the role of Chief Executive Officer after four years to take up the position of Economic Development Manager at Mildura Rural City Council.

From February 16, Anne Mansell will be the new Chief Executive Officer.
Mrs Mansell brings a wealth of experience into the organisation. Growing up in the local area, she has qualifications in the Arts, Management and Corporate Governance, and is currently completing a Graduate Diploma in Planning.

She has worked for and been involved in a number of local organisations including: Advisory Committee of the Lower Basin Laboratory – CRC for Freshwater Ecology; Mildura Rural City Councillor 1997 – 2003; Sunraysia Mallee Economic Development Board; Sunraysia Area Consultative Committee; Sunraysia Community Health Services; Mallee Family Care; La Trobe University; and Sunraysia Citrus Growers.
“The Mildura region, while encountering difficult times through drought and the global economic crisis, will strive to grow through its diversity of industries and community strengths. I’m honoured to be appointed to this position, and look forward to growing the region’s economy,” Mrs Mansell said.

END OF MEDIA RELEASE

For further information contact Mildura Development Corporation.

Cathy Violi
Economic Development Officer
Phone: 03 5018 8186
Mobile: 0418 337 662
Email: cathyv@smedb.com.au
Web: www.milduraregion.com.au
Or 
Dane Huxley

Chairman

Phone: 03 5022 3226

Email: GibbensC@ramsayhealth.com.au
Or

Anne Mansell

Mobile: 0418 300 943







