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MEDIA RELEASE

12 May 2009

Regional Infrastructure Important for Local Economy

With predictions that the Federal Government Budget will have a  predominant focus on  transport infrastructure,  the Mildura Development Corporation  believe that a locally supported proposed rail link from Yelta to the transcontinental line at Menindee should receive strong consideration.

CEO of Mildura Development Corporation Anne Mansell said that Infrastructure Australia had been considering a number of rail freight proposals to bolster transport infrastructure across Australia and it was likely that funding would be announced in Tuesday’s budget for new rail freight infrastructure from Melbourne to Brisbane.

“Mildura Development Corporation is continuing the push for the Menindee link to be recognized as a  cost effective and logical solution for transporting goods from Melbourne to Darwin and also across to the east and  west.  I am hopeful that this proposal may form part of the overall solution that Infrastructure Australia is considering to improve rail freight links.” Mrs Mansell said

Mrs Mansell said that the Mildura Development Corporation would be analyzing the Federal Budget very carefully to determine the overall benefits for the Mildura region and that Directors and staff would be actively seeking as many relevant funding opportunities as possible.

“Infrastructure developments in rural and regional areas promise a number of jobs over several years. While we are encountering the impacts of this severe drought, it is imperative that we source funding to provide employment outcomes in other areas, and construction is one which provides economic impetus. The rail project along with other local infrastructure developments, such as the Riverfront, would provide welcome job opportunities across the region.” Mrs Mansell said.
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For further information please contact the Mildura Development Corporation office.

Anne Mansell

Chief Executive Officer

Phone: 03 5018 8178

Mobile: 0418 300 943

Email: anne.mansell@smedb.com.au
Web: www.milduraregion.com.au
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