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MEDIA RELEASE


Mildura Development Corporation welcomes 
Infrastructure, Drought Funds and Training Dollars
Wednesday 6 May 2009

Mildura Development Corporation CEO Anne Mansell, today welcomed the Victorian State Government’s investment into infrastructure developments across the State and the commitment of further dollars for drought assistance along with an increase in training, particularly in areas of skills shortages.

“There will be several school upgrade programs occurring within the Mildura region providing opportunities for construction jobs.  Our economic modelling indicates that for every new job created within the construction sector there is an estimated increase across the economy of another 2 jobs. The opportunities that these infrastructure developments and upgrades provide for our community are quite significant.” Mrs Mansell said.
Further funding for drought support is also welcomed with a provision of $30 million across the State for farmers and small business in areas affected by drought and a $10 million Small Towns Development Fund to assist with jobs and infrastructure for towns impacted by drought.
“We will certainly be working hard to access funds so that we can assist communities with employment and infrastructure improvements right across our municipality.” Mrs Mansell said.

“Training and skills development is another important area of investment for our region with a number of identified skills shortages, particularly in food and beverage processing and the transport and logistics sector. With additional places being funded across the State, Mildura Development Corporation would certainly be advocating and working in partnership with local training and education providers to ensure that local priorities are met.” Mrs Mansell said
Other funding opportunities that could benefit the Mildura region include a $4.2 million Export Clusters program and $40 million over 4 years for the Boosting Highly Innovative Small and Medium Enterprises Program.

“Mildura Development Corporation will be examining these funding initiatives quite closely to determine how they can be utilised to assist local business and industry.” Mrs Mansell said.
“Of course the recent funding announcement of $100 million for large scale solar generation is also an area we are keenly interested in and I will be attending an information seminar on this particular program next Friday. Mildura Development Corporation has just finalised an information package on the benefits to solar companies of locating within our region and this has been distributed to all interested parties along with government agencies and local parliamentarians.” Mrs Mansell said.
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For further information please contact the Mildura Development Corporation office.

Anne Mansell

Chief Executive Officer

Phone: 03 5018 8178

Mobile: 0418 300 943

Email: anne.mansell@smedb.com.au
Web: www.milduraregion.com.au
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