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MEDIA RELEASE

Mildura location for world leading solar technology station
31 October 2008

The Sunraysia Mallee Economic Development Board (SMEDB) is delighted with today’s announcement by clean energy technology company, Solars Systems Ltd, that Mildura has been selected as the preferred site for a $420 million large scale solar power station.
SMEDB has been lobbying hard for Mildura to be selected as the site for the Melbourne based company’s technology.  The Board commissioned reports investigating potential sites and facilitated landholder meetings to further research and promote the region’s potential to host such a facility.  SMEDB also made the decision to spend almost $50,000 towards fighting for this decision.
“Attracting an investment of this magnitude to the area is a huge win for our region.  The flow on effects will be great with over 900 jobs to be created.  We also expect that key industries will be created revolving around solar energy. This project will put Mildura on the world map as the home of the world’s largest and most efficient solar photovoltaic power station.  It is wonderful to receive some positive news for our economy and to see us diversifying our industries to include world leading solar technology.” 

“Mildura is the perfect location to capture solar energy with our abundance of sun and wealth of support industries we welcome this development wholeheartedly.” stated SMEDB Chairman John Irwin.

“Our initiation discussions commenced in March 2007 and we made our intentions clear from the outset that we would never be beaten.  We have pursued our objectives with single mindedness and a commitment to Solar Systems that every assistance would be given to them.”

“What we focused on at all times was the fact that Mildura had three key advantages – a quality airport, higher education and excellent medical facilities.  These factors will always be our greatest weapon in arguing our case” said Mr Irwin
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