
Retail spending has  
been expanding  
over the past years.

The Mildura region 
is a service centre 
for the surrounding 
area, offering 
numerous and 
varied retail and 
professional services.

The Mildura region operates as a service centre for the surrounding region, offering numerous and varied 
shopping opportunities for goods and services. As such, the retail sector is an important employer in 
Mildura City. Consistent with population growth, retail spending has been expanding over the past years, 
albeit at a slower rate than the population is growing.

Household Retail Expenditure
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The retail sector 
employs 3,975 
people in the 
Mildura region.

Retail

Retail is the largest employer in the Mildura region, employing 3,975 people or 16.2%. The retail industry 
in the Mildura region services a large catchment from South Australia, New South Wales as well as regional 
Victoria. The region boasts a large variety of large chain stores stocking whitegoods, furniture, electrical, 
recreation and leisure products as well as office equipment and supplies, many of which are located in the 
Fifteenth Street precinct in Mildura.  

Fifteenth Street is also home to a number of large retailers such as Harvey Norman, Clive Peeters, The Good  
Guys, Rays Outdoors, Bunnings Warehouse, Spotlight and Retravision to name but a few. The Mildura 
Homemaker Centre is also located on Fifteenth Street and contains a number of furniture and retail shops.

Centro Mildura (located on Fifteenth Street, Mildura) is home to over 80 specialty shops and two major 
tenants (Target and Woolworths Supermarket). In 2005 a $35m redevelopment of Centro Mildura has seen 
it increase significantly in floor space and attract a number of national chain retailers and local stores to the 
complex.

East of the CBD district you will find many trade, industrial, engineering and automotive services and  
suppliers including Dahlsens, Reece Plumbing and Baldwin Boats.  

The Central Business District in Mildura is home to a range of retail outlets including boutique, specialist, 
tourist and services shops. There is also a dining precinct ‘Feast Street’ centred around Langtree Avenue, 
with a number of restaurants, cafés, alfresco dining and coffee shops located in and around the CBD area.

Support services are also well established in the region with numerous banks, accountancy and legal firms, 
IT businesses and real estate agents serving the area. Many towns within the Mildura region also offer 
excellent shopping and service centre facilities.  

The following banks and credit unions are available in the Mildura region:

Property Development

As mentioned previously, the population and business in the Mildura region has been growing, which is 
driving demand for new property developments of all kinds, including residential, industrial and retail/
commercial.  The region has seen a great deal of investment in property in recent years.

Building Approvals

Property development in the Mildura region has benefited from new residents coming to the area. The region 
has seen dramatic construction over the recent years contributing significantly to the economy.
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Weekly Household Retail Expenditure, Mildura Region, 2008-2009

Source: AECgroup Retail Model (2008)
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Over 1,000 new 
building approvals 
are approved each 
year in the Mildura 
Local Government 
Area.
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Note:  data is based on actual construction certificates, not Development Applications
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Median Property Prices

In recent years, property prices have fluctuated due to many factors, including the increase in supply from 
new construction. Compared to the State averages, housing is 33%-70% less expensive in the Mildura region. 
As housing is often the single largest personal expense, these figures demonstrate the low cost of living in  
the Mildura region. Combined with a high quality of life, this low cost of living can assist companies to entice 
new employees to move to the region as well as retain their current employees.
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Value of Building Approvals ($’000), Mildura Rural City Council 

Value of Building Approvals ($’000), Wentworth Shire Council 

Source: AECgroup; Mildura Rural City Council (2009)
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Property prices in 
the Mildura Local 
Government Area 
have increased by 
7-8% per annum 
over the past 10 
years.
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Rental Prices

Similar to housing prices, rents in the Mildura region are less costly than other parts of Victoria and New 
South Wales. Lower rental prices further underscore the region’s affordability.
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Median Weekly Rents for Flats and Houses, Mildura Rural City Council and Regional Victoria, March 2009

Source: AECgroup; VIC Dept. of Human Services ‘Rental Report’ (2009)
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Dockside Mildura 
is being developed 
as Australia’s only 
fully integrated 
inland marina. With 
waterfront dining 
and entertainment, 
premium quality 
residential options  
and marina berths,  
retail and  
commercial space,  
hotel and conference 
facilities, supporting  
maritime-based 
infrastructure and  
related services, 
Dockside is the  
major catalyst in the  
rebirth of Mildura’s  
riverfront.

John Daffy 

Dockside Mildura

Motor Vehicle and Boat Registrations

Motor Vehicle
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Dockside Mildura Development  

The Dockside Mildura marina is located on the Murray River within walking distance to the Mildura  
central business district.  It has a 270 metre frontage along the Murray River. Dockside Mildura will  

be a magnificent and prestigious place in which to reside, to conduct business and to relax. Dockside  
combines the lifestyle features of a master planned resort, with the functionality and practicality  

required of a premier grade marina facility.

The first stages of development, including the masterplan design, creation of the marina basin and  
land for residential and commercial precincts, installation of essential services and roadways already 
have been completed. The first stage of marina berths have been installed, Dockside’s first homes are 
now being constructed, the Marine Services Centre including its refuelling facilities are in place and 

further stages of residential development now are being undertaken. Dockside’s landmark red bridge, 
located within walking distance of the Mildura CBD, incorporates restored sections of the historic lift 

span bridge that originally crossed the Murray River between Mildura and Buronga.

After an exhaustive program of environmental assessments, design and development approvals  
which have been signed off by the three tiers of government, Dockside now is taking shape as a  

$120 million-plus development comprising a sophisticated mix of:
 

www.docksidemildura.com.au

 
 owners and commercial operators



50 Mildura Region Economic Profile 2009   |   www.milduraregion.com.au

Boat Registrations

At the year ending 30 June 2008, there were a total of 3,325 boating registrations in the Victorian section  
of the Mildura Region, comprised of 3,282 (98.7%) registrations in Mildura, Victoria and 43 (1.3%) equivalent 
registrations in Wentworth, Victoria.


